To
Mr. Praveen sood   
Add. Commissioner of traffic 
BMTC Complex, 2nd flour.

Shivajinagar bus stop

Bangalore- 5600051 

Dear Sir,

Sub: Seeking your support and immediate action in resolving pedestrian related problems in Bangalore.

We would like to inform you that PEDESTRIAN VOICE, a campaign to bring to focus problems faced by pedestrians in namma Bengaluru and to find solutions to various issues regarding pedestrian safety and rights.  

As you are very well aware, due to rapid urbanization and increase in vehicle population foot paths have become  a casuality and neglected. Footpaths have become narrow due to widening of roads  to accomodate vehicles and in some busy areas they don't exist. Poor vision and defective planning on the part of various stake holders has today forced pedestrians on main roads to be exposed to accident.

VIOLATIONS OF FOOTPATH USE

 There are many contributng factors, while some could be attributed to the pedestrian attitude, majority of the causes are due to poor planning and total lack of enforcement of the provisions /rules under various Acts. Foot path area is totally abused like --

· a resident  parks his vehicle and grows  garden on the footpath

· a trader  uses the space for his business ( storage of goods and display  advertisements )

· a hotelier  extends service on the footpath

· hospitals and business houses  allow  vehicles to be parked on footpaths due to building violations and lack of parking  space planning 

· a builder  constructs  shed and stores materials 

· stake holders BSNL,BBMP and BESCOM  erect junction boxes, ,build bus shelters  and toilet ; build enclosures for power transformer  etc.

In view of this, SWABHIMANA*  and  PRAJA**  are planning to bring together citizens ,stake holders and elected representatives on a common platform to discuss pedestrian related problems in different areas of Bengaluru. The issues are many and   to tackle them in a phase wise manner, Pedestrian Voice would like to focus initially on –

1. Vehicle parking on footpaths

2. Private gardens on footpaths

3. Poles erected on footpaths

Towards this end, we request you to give us an opportunity to discuss the matter with you in person. We also request you to take appropriate actions to clear foot paths of the above mentioned encroachments.  

We would like to inform you that this platform has also written to the authorities in BBMP and has sought their cooperation in drawing a plan of action for the same. We believe that these problems can be resolved only when we all join hands together and work jointly to clear footpaths from all encroachments and safeguard pedestrians’ lives.

Thank you very much in advance and look forward to your positive response,

Yours truly,
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G Govardhan

Chairman 

CC to : 

Dy. Commissioner of Traffic Police, East Division 

Asst.Commissioner of Traffic Police, Central Division 

Asst.Commissioner of Traffic Police, Adugodi Division

Dy. Commissioner of Traffic Police, West Division

Asst.Commissioner of Traffic Police, South Division
{ SWABHIMANA and PRAJA requests each officer to take appropriate actions in their jurisdiction}

